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Friends In the News
Animals Are the Heart of Our Mission

From the Front Page of the December 3, 2003 Free Pr ess

Finding Hope for Lost Paws
BY KIM NORTH SHINE

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER
Abandonments soar, leaving too many cats on streets or dying in
shelters. More cats are being abandoned as they overrun local animal
shelters. The crowded conditions are forcing shelters to turn away
felines, kill them at faster rates and figure out new ways to find homes
in order to clear out cages for the never-ending procession of new
SUSAN TUSA/DFP arrivals. Free Press story

Snowflake is one of many kittens in a Dearborn
Animal Shelter trailer, partly because of

overcrowding.

December 4, 2003
BY KIM NORTH SHINE
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Featured Feline Has a New Place for Purring

Some cats have all the luck. Snowflake, the weeks-old white kitten that stared out from the Free Press front page
Wednesday, will soon ditch his cage at the Dearborn Animal Shelter and move into new digs in Warren. The once-unlucky
kitten, which came to the shelter as a stray with a serious respiratory ailment, could have gone home with any of the
dozens of people who wanted to rescue it Wednesday, said Elaine Greene, the shelter's executive director.

"People were calling before we got here at 8 a.m.," she said. Mango, however, one of the shelter's longest-residing cats
that also was pictured, received less attention, which is typical. Greene said people aren't as interested in adopting older
cats. Mango, 2 to 3 years old, has lived at the shelter since May and loves to cuddle with volunteers.

Nine other cats were placed Wednesday in Dearborn, Greene said. "The phones have been ringing off the hook all day,"
Greene said. "It's probably helping other shelters, t0o." Wednesday's Free Press article described a glut of cats in area
shelters. The overpopulation of cats, which shelter operators say is leading to more abandonments, has put shelters
across Michigan and the nation in near-crisis mode.

Some shelters are turning away people who wish to give up their cats. Others must euthanize the animals at faster rates.
Diseases are growing more prevalent because strays are rampant. And the costs of caring for and killing homeless animals
are going up. Roaming cats and the failure to sterilize cats are in large part responsible for the problem, shelter operators
say.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, September 3, 2003
Reward Offered in Puppy Abuse Case

DEARBORN--The Dearborn Animal Shelter, 2661 Greenfield Road, needs your help in finding the
perpetrator/s who brutally beat a 4 month old Australian Blue Heeler mix puppy on Tuesday,

August 26. Numerous anonymous phone calls were made to the Shelter to report the beating and
the puppy was rescued by animal control officers in the Salina and Lapeer southeast neighborhood
of Dearborn. The puppy has been nicknamed “Aussie” and is being treated for her injuries including
a broken foot at Dearborn Family Pet Care.

The Friends For the Dearborn Animal Shelter is offering a $1,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the person/s responsible for this cruel act. If you have any information about this incident or this puppy,
please call the Dearborn Animal Shelter immediately at 313-943-2697.




Black Tie Benefit Raises More Than $31,600 For Homeless Animals

DEARBORN 11/16/03 — Most of the guests wore black tie. Some of the guests wore tails. A few of the guests had
tails. Special canine guests and four adoptable felines were among the 215 attendees at the Friends For the
Dearborn Animal Shelter’s "Black Tie & Tails: A Celebration of Friends" benefit at the Dearborn Inn on Oct. 10.

Black Tie & Tails raised more than $31,600, which will be used to support shelter operations, community- and animal-
related programs offered by FFDAS, and capital projects such as the proposed new shelter in Dearborn. The four adoptable felines —
Moses, Darling, Finnigan and Clancy — represented the more than 250 cats and kittens waiting at the Dearborn Animal Shelter for a new
home. Attendees adopted all four cats.

The Black Tie & Tails evening, presided over by master of ceremonies "Captain" Dennis Neubacher of WXYZ-TV Channel 7, included a
champagne reception, dinner, silent and live auctions, and a vehicle raffle drawing, presented by Jack Demmer Automotive Group.
Attendees were treated to an entertaining and informative program featuring Cpl. Gordon Morse and Deacon of the Dearborn Police
Department K-9 Unit and Lynette Brink and Raven of the Michigan Technical Rescue Operations Team. Deacon, a 2-year-old German
shepherd, demonstrated his prowess in scent detection by finding contraband hidden in the ballroom. Raven, a 6-year-old Beauceron,
impressed the audience with her skills in scent discrimination by sniffing an object belonging to a guest and then identifying that guest
from a lineup of six people. Another special animal guest that evening was Aussie, a puppy whose abuse and rescue in Dearborn by
FFDAS a few months ago made headlines. FFDAS raffled off the winner’s choice of a 2003 Mercury Mountaineer or a 2003 Ford
Mustang GT Coupe. Winner Maryann Olesko of Dearborn was not present. City officials and other dignitaries attended the benefit,
including state Rep. Gary Woronchak; Mark Guido, chief of staff for the mayor’s office; Dearborn Police Chief Timothy Strutz; and Judge
William C. Hultgren, who delivered the invocation.

Cats Abound at Dearborn Animal Shelter

DEARBORN 6/22/03 — With National Homeless Animals’ Day coming up on Saturday, the Friends For the Dearborn Animal Shelter
(FFDAS) is challenging people in local communities to open their hearts, and possibly their homes, and offer help to the homeless cats
and dogs at the shelter. The Dearborn Animal Shelter, located at 2661 Greenfield Road, is experiencing a cat crisis, with about 230
adoptable felines of all ages in its system — being housed at the shelter, boarded at local veterinarian offices and in foster homes. ..."We
have many, many wonderful, loving, beautiful kitty cats," Greene said. In fact, the shelter is promoting its "Friend For A Friend" program
— if two cats are adopted at the same time into the same home, the adoption fee for the second cat is discounted by 50 percent. But
adopting a feline isn’t the only way to help the shelter during the cat crisis, Greene said. Foster families are always needed. The shelter
provides foster families with food, supplies and support. Also welcome are monetary donations to the shelter to help support the
additional costs associated with housing and caring for all the felines.

Animal shelter to get new digs

By NANCY KAFFER, Press & Guide Newspapers, , DEARBORN: It's pretty clear

To the casual observer why the Dearborn Animal Shelter needs a new facility. Built in 1978, the existing shelter

is about 4,000 square feet, and houses about 2,500 animals every year. Optimal conditions, executive director

Elaine Greene said, are about 4 by 6 feet to 4 by 8 for a dog, and about 3 feet by 3 feet for a cat. A comfortable

capacity for the shelter is about 100 cats and 40 dogs, Greene said. "That's not to say the conditions aren't humane," Greene said. "Last
year, at one point we had over 250 cats. A portion was in foster homes. But you have to keep in mind that cats have litters of kittens. That
makes the multiple go up quickly. "And the alternative is euthanasia." That's why plans for a new $5-million, 15,000-square-foot facility
are on the drawing table. Greene hopes to break ground on the project by 2006. The proposed site for the new facility is behind Henry
Ford Centennial Library. A bigger building isn't the only thing that will be different about the new animal shelter. "We want to create an
area where the animals aren't behind bars," Greene said. In the new shelter, holding cages for animals would be glassed in. "It's
conducive to better mental and physical health."

The shelter is entering its fourth year of placing 100 percent of its adoptable animals, Greene said. The Dearborn shelter doesn't use the
term "no-kill" because some very sick animals or those with serious behavior problems might not be suitable for adoption. "We try to save
sick animals but when you're dealing with such a small area..." One of the features of the new building will be an updated ventilation and
sewage system. "That way we can control air flow and contain disease," Greene said. "And our sewage system is ... antiquated." One-
third of the new building, Greene said, will be devoted to moneymaking endeavors. "The idea is to generate revenue so we can become
self-sufficient,” Greene said. The shelter isn't aiming to compete with the services offered by area veterinarians, Greene said. "These
are services we feel are needed in the community. We'll have an education facility, as well. Hopefully, classes can come in and learn”.

The new building will also have a new volunteer area. "Right now, the volunteer area is the animal control officer's office, and the storage
area as well," Greene said. "We're one of the few shelters in the area that will accept child volunteers, ages 12 and up," Greene said. The
shelter operates on about a $250,000 a year budget, 25 percent of which comes as a subsidy from the city. "The rest of the budget is
through donations, fundraising and adoption fees," Greene said. The shelter has five full- and four part-time employees. The new facility
is currently in the major-gifts stage of planning. "We're looking for sponsors to build rooms," Greene said. The city, Greene said, isn't
contributing to the new facility at the present time. "I think it would be helpful but | understand (the city's financial constraints),” Greene
said. The shelter's current fund-raising effort is called Stray Cat Strut. The shelter is soliciting businesses to sponsor local artists to
decorate fiberglass cats. "The business can display the cat in front of their building,” Greene said. "Then we're going to parade the cats in
the Memorial Day parade, then auction them off. We're looking for people or businesses to sponsor the cats." Greene said that the
shelter is still in need of volunteers for the summer. Anyone interested in sponsoring Stray Cat Strut or volunteering can call the shelter
at (313) 943-2697. Though the future plans for the shelter will eliminate a lot of problems, Green and her co-workers still have to deal
,Jwith reality: a sometimes overcrowded facility and a surplus of needy animals. "We need dog walkers and kitty cuddlers. Also we need
ﬁyoster homes. That's going to be the key to surviving this summer."
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Cat shelter seeks foster families

Dearborn Friends run out of room

By Sarah Frame / The Detroit News

DEARBORN — So many cats, so little room. This is the dilemma faced by the Friends For
the Dearborn Animal Shelter. The shelter has no shortage of volunteers who help out on a
regular basis, but what they are in need of is people willing to foster or adopt cats.

“We have room for 100 cats, and we now have 181,” said Elaine Greene, the executive
director of the organization. “Our regular volunteers are a great help, but it has come down to
just needing a less crowded space for the cats who are here.”

Dearborn resident Gerry Simcik, 60, has had experience opening her home to cats from
the shelter. | have been a volunteer at the animal shelter for two years now, mostly working
with cats, and beginning in March, | started fostering cats and their kittens,” Simcik said. “I
actually have 10 cats right now, nine kittens and one mother cat.” Fostering an animal involves
caring for a pet that is not yet ready for adoption or providing a temporary home for an
adoption-ready animal when the shelter is overcrowded. Foster parents take care of animals
until they can return to the shelter or are adopted into a permanent home.

There is an application process for becoming a foster parent, and the shelter is willing to
provide all the supplies for people who are able to foster an animal, including towels, litter,
food and bedding.

Simcik enjoys her time as a foster parent to the kittens. | can just lose myself watching
them play; it gives me a warm, contented feeling,” she said.

For the past three years, the shelter has been able to place all of its adoptable animals,
meaning animals that are healthy and have good a temperament. Greene said the shelter
cares for nearly 2,500 animals a year.

However, if the shelter remains severely overcrowded, healthy and adoptable cats may
have to be euthanized as a last resort. The staff and volunteers at the shelter are anxious
about this possibility.

“It really wouldn’t be fair,” said Dearborn Heights resident Nick Beaven, 13, a Riverside
Middle School student who has volunteered at the shelter for almost a year. “It's not like the
animals have a choice in the matter.”

Simcik recommends fostering and adoption to anyone who is able to help.

“It just gives you a good feeling, because you know you are helping animals that otherwise
might die,” said Simcik. “You are giving them life.”
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These pets, among others need homes

DEARBORN — Visit the Dearborn Animal Shelter to see this week's featured pets and
apply to adopt them.

Johnny is a male domestic short hair approximately one-year-old. Johnny is a kind cat
who likes to be held and would love to be a couch potato with someone.

Bean is a 10-month-old, German Shepard mix, medium—size dog. Bean loves to play
and he will chase balls forever. He would love to find his new family and move into his
forever home.

For more information on these or other animals available for adoption, visit the shelter at
2661 Greenfield Road or call (313) 943-2697.
Shelter hours are 8:30 am. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4

p.m.
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Friends For the Dearborn Animal Shelter to raffle c ar lease

DEARBORN -- The Friends For the Dearborn Animal Shelter is celebrating its 11th anniversary of helping the lost and abandoned
animals in the area in partnership with the Jack Demmer Automotive Group, offering tickets for a chance to win a two-year lease on a
2004 Mercury Monterey minivan or a Mustang coupe.

The tickets are $10 each, or three tickets for $25. All proceeds from the raffle will help provide care and sanctuary to the animals at
the shelter, and create a springboard in the development of the new animal shelter, currently planned for construction near the
Dearborn Police building on Michigan Avenue.

The winning ticket will be drawn by Jack Demmer and members of his family at the Friends' fourth annual "Black Tie and Tails" event
to be held at the Dearborn Inn on Friday, Oct. 22.

Again on hand to oversee the festivities and the drawing will be the event's master of ceremonies, Channel 7's "Captain" Dennis
Neubacher.

Raffle tickets are currently on sale at the Dearborn Animal Shelter and Dearborn Family Pet Care, located on Michigan Avenue near
Gulley, and will also be made available at all the Friends For the Dearborn Animal Shelter's upcoming events.

For more information about the raffle tickets, the "Black Tie and Tails" event, or adopting a loving animal for your home, contact the
Dearborn Animal Shelter at (313) 943-2697, or log onto the shelter's Website at www.dearborn-animals.com.

The Dearborn Animal Shelter is located at 2661 Greenfield Road, Dearborn (one mile south of Michigan Avenue; 1/2 mile south of
Rotunda; just south of the viaduct under 1-94 on the west side of Greenfield at the intersection of Butler Road).




